A'MESSAGE FROM MINKIE WILLIAMS

‘In a Telegram from Providence She Gives
Encouragement to  Holmes—Attorney
| CappsThinks the Message Genuine.

PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 20.—W. A. Shoe-
maker, counsel for H. II. Holmes, to-day
received a message purporting to come
from Minnje R. Williams, dated Providence,
R. 1., which stated that the sender was
alive and well. This is one of the women
whom Holmes is accused of having mur-
dered in the Chicago *‘ castle.”

Mr. Shoemaker admitted that he had re-
ceived such a . dispatch. ‘ We have con-
tended all along,” said he, *‘that Minnie
Willlams was allve. We will have no dif-
ficulty in producing her at the proper time.”

‘“Did not the telegram come as & sur-
prise to you?”’ was asked.

‘* Not exactly. Holmes has always said
that Minnie Willlams was alive, and I am
pretty confident that he is telling the
truth.”

** What action will you take in the mat-
ter?”

“I cannot say what I will do at this
time, I think it was rather inconsistent on

the part of Minnie Williams to telegraph
here.”

‘“ Do you think the telegram is genuine?”

“It may or may not be. My .opinion,
however, is that it was sent by Minnie
Williams. Holmes told me this afternoon
that he supposes the girl has just arrived
from -London, and perhaps was induced to
send the message by some of his friends,

It is more than likely that Minnie Williams
sent the message from Providence, and
then hurriedly left the town. She has
always had a particular fondness for Bos-
ton, and has many friends in that city. She
may have been on her way there when she
telegraphed td me.”

The telegram, which was sent as a night
message, reads:

PROVIDENCE, R. 1., Aug. 19.—W. A. Shoe-
maker, attorney Philadelphia. Report that I
was murderad absurd. Am alive and well.

MINNIE R. WILILIAMS.

VWhen the message was shown to Holmes
he at once exhibited his feelings. *“ 1 knew
my story that I did not kill the girl would
be confirmed,” said he, as he brushed the
tears from his eyes; ** I am sorry, however,
that she has made herself so public by
Eelesraphing. She might as well have writ-

en.”

Then Holmes reiterated the statement
that he has made so often that the last
time he saw Minnie Willlams was when
he Jleft her at Toronto with the Pietzel
children. The prisoner has every confldence
that Minnie Williams is the best friend
he has, and feels assured that the tele-
gram that- was received ‘here to-day was
sent by her for the purpose of showing
loyalty to him.

The genuineness of the telegram will be
investigated ‘-by Mr. Shoemaker, and If it
is found that Minnie Willlams sent it, it
will be a valuable link in the chain of evi-
dence for the defense.,

W. A. Capps the Fort Worth attorney
who was here in the interest of the Texas
people who are trying to prosecute Holmes,
was on his way to take a train for New-
York when seen by a reporter. When told
that Minnie Willlams had been reported
alive he said:

“I mnever thought that she was dead.
The Fort Worth people think that she is
alive, but it seems mighty hard to lecate
her. She may be somewhere near Boston.
She has many friends there. I would not
be surprised if the telegram you say has
been received from her is correct.”” Then
the conversation was abruptly terminated
by Mr. Capps hurrying to catch the train.

Assistant District Attorney Barlow would
not say whether he thought the telegram
was genuine or false. He admitted, how-
ever, that he would not be astonished if
Minnie William$ appeared on the scene at
any time.
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