THE DERBY POISONER.

o

Confession of Mirs. Lydia Sherman, tho
Muarderer of Three NMusbands and
Four Children.

The Hartford Courant—which is usually a
much better source of Informatinn respocting
news matters 1 New-Haven than tho papeors
publighed in that city are—gives from a aspecial
corrospondent the substanc¢e of the confession
recently made by Mrs. Lydia Sherman, tho
Derby poisoner, to the jaiter in New-Haven. It
18 a fearful story of crime, and 18 as follows :

Mrs. Lydia Sherman was arrested in June,
1871, at New-Brunswick, N. J., on the charge of
having murdered her husband, Roratio N. Sher-
man, in Derby in this S8tate, in the year 1871.
She was also charged with murdering two of his
children, but was only tried for the first orime.
Beegides thess she was 8aid to bave poisoned two
other husbands and several of their children.
The trial occurred 1n March, 1872, in New-
Haven, and was noticeable among ¢ poison
trials " for the very clear testimony of Prof.
Barker, of Yale College, who had exam-

1ned the remains of the three first-mentioned
vietims. His evidenoce was a8 conclusive as cir-
cumstantial evidence could be. The unly ques-
tion was as to the motive that could lead a sane
person to such a step. The- trial resulted in &
verdict of murder in the second degree, the jury
uniting in considering her guilty. but allowing
that the circumstantial nature ot the evideuce
permitted of a * reasonable doubt,” and so did
not call it of the first degree. After she was
found guiity she was sent to the jail in New-
Haven, and she wilt be taken froa thence to the
Superior Court to recelve her sentence some day:
this week or next.

Since she has been imprisoned her mind has
been serjously troubled, and regently she has
made a full counfession' of her guilt, and ex-
presses herself a8 mmuch relieved thereby. On
the 28th day of December, 1872, she began her
story to the jailer, Capt. Webster. Mrs. S8her-
mau is & very 1gnorant woman. Sbe can scarce-
lv write at all, anda, 11k * many persons who have
done less than herself to make history, she is
unable to remember dates with any accuracy,
80 that 1n parts ber narrative is vague. All
toroagh her trnal, in Court and to her own coun-
sel, she positively denied ever having poisoned
anybody. aud she begged to be allowed to take
the stand and swear thereto. but she was not al-
lowed to by her counsel.

Mrs. Sherman’s story 18 as follows: She was
born in New-Brunswick, N. J., in 1825, and was
early left an orphan. At the age of seventeeu
she joined the Methodist Church, and at a love-
feast there she met Edward 8. Struck, whom she
subsequently married. Struck in time pecameo
a policeman at Yorkville, one of the suburbs of
New-York City. Oune night there was a row in
a saloon on his beat, and a Qetective was kilied.
Struek was off without leave. He was repri-
manded aud disgraced. It troubled him very
niuch, and finally 1t weighed so on his mind that
he became crazy and had soffening of the brain.
He then was discharged. When he recovered it
was only to be very feeble physically and un-
able to get any work, so that he was only a bur-
den to his wife. One dav a male friend of hers
suggested to her that she could get rid of the
man by poison. She took Kindly to the idea,
and gave him arsenio in his food, and she also,
with the same poi1son, kilied their youngest two
chiidren, so that they aiso should not be burdens
to her, ana should not nave, as she says, to grow
up to life’s cares.

She was not suspected of this murder, and
soon after 1t went to Litchfield, 1n this Sente, to
live. Here she met one Denris Huriburt and
married him, but she did not get along particu-
larly satisfactorily to herself with him, and &0
she poisoned him. :

Soon after s death she was told by a friend
that there was & man in Derby, named Horatio
N. Sherman, who had a plenty of money, and
nad lost bis. wife, and that by skillful man-
acement, if she wanted a third busband, she
could probably get him. Accordingly she went
there and applied to him for the place of house-
keeper 10 his family,apd he engaged her, and
subsequently she succeeded 11 - marrying him.
He had two smasalil children, Ada and IFrankie,
and these she determined to poison and did
poison, but she did not_ plan to poison Sherman.
She intended to employ the arsenic upon the
rats 1in her house as well as to kill the chil-
dren. and she purchased it in New-Haven,
at Peck’s drug-store, with the first-men-
tioned object. She took the package
home apnd put 1t on a shelf beside
a3 similar package of saleratus. Mr. Sherman
used to drink a cgreat deal of cider, into which
he wonuld put saleratns to make it foam. This
was his favorite drink. The saleratus aod the
arsenic on the shell becamegmixed 1n some way,
but she did not mix them, but saw they were 80.
Opre night some friends were present, and they
had some ** toddy ”’ to drink. Her husband in-
vited her to take sowme, but she c¢hose.1ln
preference to drink some of his cider pYe-
parcd to foam. Soon after she took it she
went out of the house to e¢ail upon
a, neighbor, and was taken suddenly very sick,
so badly that she was uiterly unable to do any-
thing for herselt, and had to be carried into the
house. But she rallied in a little while. She
thinks th:it this sickness was due to the arsenice
that had been mixed with the saleratus, and
that when he dled, it was because of takiug
more of a similar preparation at a later period.
In no other way did she kunow of his obt: 'ng
poison, and the talk of the prosecution anout
ner putting arsenic into his tea and into
“gslings ”?” aud other hot drinks was all expend-
ed on 8 wrong track. This was not, therefore,
such a clear case of murder as the others., In
iact, she merely neglected to warn bim of his
danger, and that she did not always remember
i1t herself 18 shown in the fact of her having
taken some of the ecider. It is eurious that the
only death for which she c¢ould not be held ac-
couuntable, according to her story, should be
that for which she has been convicted.

o

S0 INSIDIOUS ARE THE FIRST APPROACHES of
Conpsumption that thousands remaln uucon-
scious of 1ts preseuce uvtil it has brought them
to the verge of the grave. Au imwmediate resort
to Dr. D. Jayne’s Expcotorant, upon the first
appearance of cough, pamn, or soreness of tne
toroat or chest, would very generally preclude
a fatal result, or, 1n case the symptoms indicate
the presence of Latent Consumption, would
tend to subdue the violence of the disease. aud
thus materially assist in prolonging the hfe of
the patient. Use tbe Expectorant, therefore,
when you take g cold, and by so doing prevent
the necessity tor its use in more dangerous com-
plaints. Sold everywhere.— World.
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